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Niagara Mohawk’s Upstate New
York region boasts an exciting climate for the
biotechnology industry. Hundreds of biotech-
nology firms already take advantage of New
York’s well-developed research infrastructure,
an exceptionally well-trained work force, Shov-
el-Ready sites, and available facilities.

New York’s research infrastructure has con-
tributed to the state’s strong position in the
biotech industry. The state ranks second in bio-
logical research and development expenditures at
universities with three institutions in the top 20
and 11 in the top 100. Similarly, the state is a
leader in industrial pharmaceutical research, rank-
ing fourth nationally. Some 140 bioscience indus-
try firms are considered dedicated biotechnology
companies. The latest data from the New York
Biotechnology Association (NYBA) indicates that
total biotech employment in New York State has
grown at approximately 30 percent annually since
1999, and that over 100 dedicated biotech compa-
nies in the state had combined annual revenues of
approximately $1.6 billion, spent approximately
$560 million on research and development, and
have a combined 90 drugs in development.

The biotech industry is distributed widely
throughout Upstate New York, but tends to clus-
ter in, or around, academic centers of excellence:

THE ADIRONDACK NORTH COUNTRY:
Biotech companies in metro areas have access to
a lot of “resources” — labor, infrastructure, and
a cluster of biotech organizations to draw from.
Those same resources can be found in New
York’s Adirondack region. The six-county
Adirondack North Country demonstrates great
specialization in bio/pharma. The fastest-grow-
ing firms among smaller biotech sectors are
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pharmaceutical preparations and noncommer-
cial research. Clarkson University offers strong
training in the biological sciences.

CAPITAL REGION —
Albany/Schenectady/Troy MSA: New York'’s
Capital Region is gaining prominence today

as a high-tech R&D center. Strong academic
infrastructure and a business-friendly climate
are among the reasons that the region has seen
significant growth in employment within smaller
biotech firms, particularly those commercializ-
ing therapeutic and diagnostics advances.
These companies and research institutions col-
laborate through a network called Bioconnex
(bioconnex.org).

Two of the area’s largest universities, Rensse-
laer Polytechnic Institute (RPI) and the Universi-
ty at Albany (UAlbany), recently launched major
expansions in life sciences, bioengineering, and
biotechnology. When completed, Rensselaer’s
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$80 million Center for Biotechnology and Inter-
disciplinary Studies and UAlbany’s $78 million
Life Sciences Research Building will provide sci-
entists with cutting-edge resources, as well as
offer opportunities to create collaborative part-
nerships and spin-off companies. State leaders
have pledged $22.5 million in funding for a Can-
cer Research Center at the UAlbany East Campus
through the state GenNYsis program, and anoth-
er $22.5 million to create a Center for Bioengi-
neering and Medicine at RPI.

A number of biomedical research and clinical
institutions complete a strong biotech foundation
in the Capital Region. The New York State Health
Department’s Wadsworth Laboratories have
gained national prominence in public health
research and screening, as well as cell and molecu-
lar structure, bioinformatics, genetics, and cancer
research. The Ordway Research Institute focuses
on collaborative, translational research in cancer,
pharmacogenomics, emerging infections and host
defense, as well as neural and vascular biology.

CeNTRAL NEw YORK — SYRACUSE MSA:
With the announcement of the construction of
the Central New York Biotechnology Research
Center — a project that will establish the Syra-
cuse area as a leading center for plant and ani-
mal biotechnology research — Central New
York should continue its strong presence in the
biotech industry.

The Research Center effort is an aggressive
three-phase plan that envisions an $80 million,
240,000-square-foot facility containing research
labs, technology-transfer space, offices, and con-
ference rooms dedicated to biotechnology
research and economic development efforts.
The State University of New York College of
Environmental Science & Forestry along with
Syracuse University, Upstate Medical Center,
and Cornell University are collaborating on this
project.

This region shows a strong concentration of
companies in the biotech industry, with more
than 50 percent more employees than would be
predicted from its population. Bristol-Myers

A number of biomedical
research and clinical
institutions complete a
strong biotech founda-

tion in the Capital Region.

Squibb has more than 1,000 employees in the
Central New York area, primarily engaged in
manufacturing pharmaceuticals. Significant
growth was seen among smaller companies in
the region among noncommercial research
firms. Central New York companies are actively
engaged in bringing new research to market and
have initiated an industry-driven not-for-profit
association, CNY MedTech, to facilitate commer-
cialization of bioscience and medical technolo-
gies in the region.

WESTERN NEW YORK —
BUFFALO/NIAGARA:

Buffalo Niagara has a long history of being a
research leader in cancer, neurology and stroke,
infectious diseases, drug discovery, and dental
medicine. More than $240 million in research
funding occurred at the University at Buffalo in
2003, and more than 300 new principal investi-
gators and researchers have been recruited to
the region from other national and international
institutions. Key research centers include
Roswell Park Cancer Institute — the first cancer
research, treatment, and education center in the
United States; Hauptman Woodward Institute —
home to a Nobel Laureate and focused on the
structure of proteins and drugs; and NYS Center
of Excellence in Bioinformatics & Life Sciences
— a new $290 million drug-discovery center
that is powered by one of the fastest, high-per-
formance supercomputers in the United States.
Additionally, more than 200 clinical trials are
conducted by regional institutions each year.
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No Gimmicks.
No Hassles.

Niagara Mohawk, a National Grid Company
can help you dig up the perfect Upstate New York
location for your next biotech expansion.

ShovelReady.com Niagara Mohawk
800 944 6460 A National Grid Company A
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There are about 130 life sciences companies
in the Buffalo Niagara region employing 5,500
people; these include sub-industries such as
pharmaceutical manufacturers, biotechnology,
medical-device manufacturers, and other busi-
nesses that support the life science sector. The
region is home to Invitrogen, Fujisawa Health-
care, American Pharmaceutical Partners, Wilson
Greatbatch, and Ivoclar Vivodent. Its location on
the U.S.-Canadian border is within a 90-minute
drive of more than 650 biomedical companies
and research institutions. Buffalo Niagara ranks
fourth in the nation in the number of science
and engineering degrees granted each year, and
with 30 higher education institutions in the
region with 100,000 enrolled students annually,
approximately 2,500 graduates each year are in
life sciences disciplines.

The Upstate New York Work Force
Advantage

New York boasts the sixth-highest level of
graduate and professional degrees in the nation,
with 12.6 percent of its population aged 25 and
older holding graduate or professional degrees,
according to a new survey analysis by the U.S.

Census Bureau. Nationwide, just 9.4 percent of
the population 25 and older has a graduate or
professional degree, the Census data showed. At
least five Upstate counties surveyed ranked
higher than the U.S. average in this category.

The Shovel-Ready Difference

Upstate New York and Niagara Mohawk take
a “No Gimmicks, No Hassles” approach to assist-
ing companies with location and expansion
options. Niagara Mohawk’s qualified staff is
available to help any biotech company through
each step of the site selection process. Building
on the proven success of the innovative Build
Now-NY Program, an ongoing Shovel-Ready Site
Certification component has been added. These
pre-permitting guidelines assist communities in
undertaking all the necessary site preparation
and planning, including environmental review,
zoning changes, and other necessary approvals.

New York originated the concept of pre-per-
mitting sites, whereby localities determine what
type of development is best for a particular par-
cel of land and then secure the necessary per-
mits before a developer expresses interest in
the site. “With Build Now-NY, we invest time,
energy and resources in potential development
sites up front, so that when a business arrives,
we are ready to step in and help them create
new jobs without delay,” Governor George Pata-
ki says on the Build Now-NY home page.

Build Now-NY now uses the same pre-permit-
ting concept as the Governor’s successful SEMI-
NY program employs to attract the growing
semiconductor industry. SEMI-NY has already
resulted in IBM’s investment of $2.5 billion (the
largest private-sector investment in the United
States since 1995).

For more information, please contact

Niagara Mohawk’s
Economic Development Department at
800-944-6460 or by e-mail at
ShovelReady@us.ngrid.com.
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